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to another, from time to time; and continued in the Duke's
pay till death. In his latter years he resided chiefly at
Ludwigsburg.

This mode of life was not the most propitious for educating
such a boy as Friedrich; but the native worth of his parents
did more than compensate for the disadvantages of tlieir
worldly condition and their limited acquirements in knowl-
edge. The benevolence, the modest and prudent integrity, the
true devoutness of these good people shone forth at an after
period, expanded and beautified in the character of their son;
his heart was nourished by a constant exposure to such influ-
ences, and thus the better part of his education prospered well.
The mother was a woman of many household virtues; to a
warm affection for her children and husband, she joined a
degree of taste and intelligence which is of much rarer occur-
rence. She is said to have been a lover of poetry ; in particu-
lar an admiring reader of Utz and Gellert, writers whom it
is creditable for one in her situation to have relished.1 Her
kindness and tenderness of heart peculiarly endeared her to
Eriedrich. Her husband appears to have been a person of
great probity and meekness of temper, sincerely desirous to
approve himself a useful member of society, and to do his duty
conscientiously to all men. The seeds of many valuable quali-
ties had been sown in him by nature ; and though his early life
had been unfavorable for their cultivation, he at a late period
labored, not without success, to remedy this disadvantage.
Such branches of science and philosophy as lay within his
reach, he studied with diligence, whenever his professional
employments left him leisure; on a subject connected with the
latter he became an author.2 But what chiefly distinguished
him was the practice of a sincere piety, which seems to have
diffused itself over all his feelings, and given to his clear and
honest character that calm elevation which, in such a case, is
its natural result. As his religion mingled itself with every

1  She was of humble descent and little education, the daughter of a baker
in Kodweis.

2  His book is entitled Die Baumsucht im Grossen (the Cultivation of Trees
on the Grand Scale): it came to a second edition in 1806.